Welcome back West Kent students and families and a big welcome to our new
kindergarten students!
We are looking forward to an awesome year at Best Kent!

The first day of school for students is Tuesday, September 8" — staff will be
outside to direct students to their teachers. Staff will be on duty at 8:00am with
the first bell ringing and students entering the school at 8:20am.

Important Information:

- School supplies: School supplies for our students are provided by the provincial
government. Parents are responsible for sending in a backpack, morning snack,
lunch, eating utensils, water bottle, and indoor footwear.

- Peanut/Nut Free School: All schools in the Public Schools Branch are peanut/nut
free. Please make sure that any food sent to school is peanut/nut free as we have
students and staff with life threatening allergies.

- Water Bottles: Our school has water bottle filling stations. We encourage all our
students to bring a filled water bottle to school each day.

- Labelling Belongings: Please remember to label all your child’s belongings: water
bottles, footwear, clothing, kitbags, lunch bags, etc. This helps us return lost items
to the rightful owner.

- School Day: Students can be dropped-off between 8:00am - 8:20am in the
morning. There is no supervision outside before 8:00am. It is important that all
students arrive no later than 8:20 am. Morning announcements will take place at
8:30am and classes start at 8:40. At the end of the day kindergarten students will
dismiss at the front entrance at 2:20, bus students will dismiss at 2:25 and all
walkers/pick-ups will dismiss at 2:30pm.

- Lunch Program: There are two different options for ordering food;

e Lunches can be ordered on The PEI School Food Program at
https://www.peischoolfood.ca/ . This is a pay what you can program, run
by the Province of PEIl. Ordering will begin on Saturday, August 29th, and
close at noon on Thursday, September 3rd, for meals starting Tuesday,
September 8th, 2025.

e Milk, ice cream and bi-monthly pizza can be ordered on The West Kent Hot
Lunch Program https://westkent.hotlunches.net/admin/ These orders
must be placed and paid for by Sunday evenings at 9:00pm. Orders will
begin on Monday, September 14*". Any unpaid orders will be deleted and
late orders will not be accepted.
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Instructions for the hotlunch program will be going home with students next
week. The access code to register is Kent. Please ensure your child has utensils
each day as the vendors and school do not provide these.

- Breakfast Program: The Breakfast Program will start on Monday, September
14t Breakfast program is open to all students and will happen each morning
between 8:05-8:20 in the front lobby.

- Breakfast Program Volunteers: We are looking for volunteers to assist in getting
breakfast ready for students each morning. If you or someone in your family is
interested, please reach out to the school or email our Youth Worker, Marin
McCabe mmccabe@edu.pe.ca Volunteers need to have an up-to-date criminal
background check and can receive a letter from the office. Volunteers usually
arrive at the school around 7:45am, and finish at 8:30am. We need volunteers to
ensure that we can continue to offer the breakfast program to students. Thank
you for your support with this.

- Bussing: Please make sure that you know what bus your child is taking home
prior to the first day of school and communicate this with your homeroom
teacher(s). You can find out bus pickup and drop-off times, register for busses and
locations by accessing the Bus Planner website at
https://psbbusing.princeedwardisland.ca.

Please take a moment to chat with your child about these bus safety tips:

Be at your stop 5 minutes before it is scheduled to arrive

Wait for bus to come to a complete stop and have its RED lights flashing

If you have to cross the road, establish eye contact with driver

Wait for the driver to signal you to cross the road

Always look both ways before entering any roadway

When safe to do so, walk at a brisk pace, but no running.

Always cross the road in FRONT of the bus

If you hear the bus horn, get off the road immediately

Absolutely no headphones, cell phones, or other distractions during the
process

Stay focused until safely seated (or safely off the roadway when
disembarking)

-E-Bikes and Electric Scooters: There has been a growing awareness and concern
around the use of e-bikes and electric-scooters among our school aged
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population. Please note that for both e-bikes and electric scooters, we have
Provincial Legislation that requires the operator:

to be at least 16 years of age

to wear helmet

to not operate on sidewalks

to adhere to specific limits re size and power
Additional information on each can be found here:
e-bikes - https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/legislation/h05-
24-1-highway traffic act power-assisted regulations.pdf
kick-scooters - https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/news/electric-kick-
scooter-regulations

-Powerschool — we have switched to an online form system for our start up forms
and permissions slips. All parents/guardians will receive powerschool login
information and more information about online forms next week.

-Safety at drop off & pick up — If you are dropping your child off at school or
picking them up, please remember:

-to drive slowly

-the drop off lane is for a quick drop and go — this is not a parking lane

-no cars are permitted in the bus lane

-if parking or dropping off on Viceroy Ave, please make sure you are parking on
the proper side of the road (the same direction as traffic)

-if your child is crossing the road please be sure cars are stopped in both
directions and they look both ways before crossing

-no U-turns are permitted on Viceroy Ave.

Thank you for helping to keep our students safe!

Homeroom teachers will be in touch with more information next week.
We are looking forward to an awesome year!
West Kent Administration,

Emily Waye — Principal
Elizabeth MacKenzie — Vice Principal
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